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Vertical thin section of the upper section of sea ice (fast ice) from
Kongsfjorden, Svalbard, photographed between crossed polaroids. The
colors indicate different crystals in the ice. Photo: Sebastian Gerland
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Evolving from Norges

MANDATE

A directorate under the
auspices of Norway’s
Ministry of Environ-
ment, the Norwegian
Polar Institute is head-
quartered in Tromse,
above the Arctic Cir-
cle. The NPI is Nor-
way’s principal organ-
ization for research,
environmental moni-
toring and mapping
in the polar regions of
both hemispheres. The
Institute’s director is
Jan-Gunnar Winther.

Equipping live-captured white whales with satellite transmitters to study movements and diving patterns
in the Svalbard area. Photo: Hans Wolkers

tional secretariats administered by the NPI is the ACSYS/CIiC Project

Office (IACPO) — a result of the Arctic Climate System Study secretariat

being extended to comprise cryosphere research beyond the Arctic.

such Svalbard mammals as Arctic fox and reindeer as well as studying
vegetation and the causes of ecological systems’ change.

The Ecotoxicology Programme, led by G. W. Gabrielsen, PhD, gathers
knowledge that will improve our understanding of sources and biologi-
cal effects of contaminants in the European Arctic. The emphasis is on
persistent organic pollutants (POPs). A central task is the establishment
and development of a POP monitoring programme in the Norwegian
Arctic.

The Geological Mapping Programme, led by W. K. Dallmann, PhD, fo-
cuses upon important gaps in regional-geological knowledge and stimu-
lates other research projects by pointing out relevant scientific problems.
The NPI is the national mapping authority for the polar areas, which
includes non-commercial geological surveying. Geological map data are
collected during field expeditions and through co-operation with inter-
national research groups. Maps are published together with detailed area
descriptions.

PUBLICATIONS AND INFORMATION

Polar Research was launched in 1982 as NPI’s peer-reviewed, multidisci-
plinary journal. The journal is widely indexed and abstracted, and is in-
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